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PREFACE.

—

It i¢ now acoepted on all hands that Bharata Natyam
is by far the most s‘ystema,tic. expressive gnd graceful type
of dance. « The Art has of late, sprung to new life in our
country, and many girls and their parents consider it
necessary o learn it, if they could afford it. The publica-
tion at this moment of an ancient work on the practice of
Bharat Natya must tiserefore be welcome to the art-loving
public.

The present work gives the Abhinaya for every word
in the wellktnown Dance-Drama, Geeta Govinda of
Jayadeva, 'The publication is based on 2 paper manus-
oripts preserved in the Saraswathi Mahal, B. No. 6680 and
6681 (Desotfptive catalogue Vol. 16 p. 7340, No. 10947
and 10948). There are no other copies of the work avai-~
lable elsewhére. Both the manuscripts break off abruptly in
the 17th Ashtapadi. But the work is a valuable repository
of traditional practice of Abhinaya so far as it goes, and it
bas therefors been considered proper to include it among
the first® publieations of the Library.

The work has been edited with an introduction in
English and Tamil by our Research Pandit, 8ri K; Vasu-
deva Sastri. It ip boped, that the publication will be used
with benefit by studente and teachers of Bharata Natya. -

We are grateful to the Govdrnment of ‘Madras for
their timely. grant which has epabled us to publish this
and other valuable manuscripts of this Library.

Tanjore, } S. GOPALAN,
15—10—50. Saraswathi Mahal Committes.
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“General Editors’ Introduction
to the Madras Government Oriental Series”.

The Government of Madras took up for consideration
the question of publication of the various manuscripts in
different languages on subjects like Philosophy, Medicine,
and Science etc, early in May 1948. Important Manus-
cript Libraries in the Madras Presidency were requested
to send a list of unpublished manuscripts with them for
favour of bging considered by the Governwent for publi-
cation. The Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja
Serfoji’s Saraswati Mabal Library, Tanjore, alone
complied with this request. This list as well as a similar
list of uunublished wmanuscripts in the Government
Oriental Manuseripts Library, Madras were carefully
examined anda a tentaive selection of manuscripts suitable
for publicition was made. The Government in their
Memarandun No. 34913/48-10, Education dated 4-4-1949
constituted an expert committee with the Curator of the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, as
the Secretary for the final selection of wanuscripts suitable
for printing and for estimating the cost of publications.
The following are the wembers of the Committee.

The name of personnel of the Committee
Constituted for selecting Manuscripts for Publication,

1. Sri 1. M. Narayanaswausi Pillai, M.A,, B.L.
2. ,, R.P. Sethu Pillai, B.A. B.L.

3. ,, C. M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A., B.L.
4. ,, R. Krishnamoorthy (Kalki)
b
6
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,,  Dr. N. Venkataramanayys, M. A. Ph. D,
» M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M.4,
.y Y. Prabhakara Sastri



- 8

8. Sri N. Venkata Rao
9. ,, H. Sesha Ayyangar
10. ,, Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar
11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, .4, L'T.
12, ,, Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B. A.Ph.D.
13. ,, C Kunhan Raja, ».A., p. Phil.
14, ,, A.Sankaran, Ma, Ph, LT,
156. ,, P. Rama Sastri
16. ,, S. K. Ramanatha Sastri
17. Dr. M. Abdul Haq., m.A, 1, Phil., (Oxen)
18. Afzul-u-Ulmna Hakim Khader Ahgmeéd
19. Sri P. D. Joshi
20. ,, S.Gopalan, B.A, BL,
21, ,, T. Chandrasekbaran, M.A., L.T.

The members of the Committce formed 'inbo Sub-
Committees for the various languages, Sanskrit, l'amil,
Telugu, Kanada, Malayalam, Marathi and Islamic la.ng-
uages. They met during the month of May 1949 at Madras
and at Tanjore to examine the manuscripts and mdke g
gelection. The recommendations of the Committee were
accepted by the Government in G.O. No. Mis. 2745
Education dated 31—8—1949 and they decided «to call
these publications asthe “MADRAS GOVERNMENT
ORIENTAL SERIES”, and appointed the Curator,
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras-5, as
the Greneral Editor of the Publications. The following
manuscripts bave been taken up ffor publication during the

current year.



‘A’ From the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras.

Tamil
Kappal Sastriam
Anubhava Vaidya Murai
Attaanakolahalam
Upadesa Kandam
Colan Purvapattayam
Konga Desa Rajakkal
Sivajnana Dipam
Sadasiva Rupan—with commentary.

CNOGTA UGN

Telugu
Sangita Rathnakaramu
'‘Aushadha Yogamulu
Vaidya Nighantu
'Dhanurvidya Vilasamu
Yoga Darsana Vishayamu
Khadga Lakshana Siromani

SOk QAN—

Sanskrit
Vishanarayaniyam
Bhargava Nadika
Hariharacaturangam
Brahma Sutra Vritti, Mitakshara
Nyayasiddhanta Tatvamritam

QR

Malayalam
. ‘Garbha Chikitsa
a. Vastulakshanam
b. Silpasastram
c. Silpavishayam
3. . Mahasaram
4, Kanakkusaram
'§. Kriyakramam
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Kannada

Lokopakara
Rattamata
Diksabodhe
Asvasastram

. Aushadagalu

. Vaidya Vishaya
Sangita Ratnakara
Supasastra

NO Gk N

Islamic Langu‘ages
Jamil-al-Ashya
Tibb-E-Fairidi
Tahquig-Al-Buhran
Safinat-al-Najat

A GN

B’ From the Tanjore Ma{:araja,,Serfoji’s
Saraswati Mahal Library,
TANJORE,

Tamil
Sarabendra Vaidya Murai (Diabatese)
. (Eyes)
Agasthyar
Konganar Sarakku Vaippu
Fnruchltrambalakkovalyar
(with Padavurai)
Kalachakram
Talasamudram
Bharatanatyam
Oa. Pandikeli Vilasam Natakam
b. Pururava'Chakravarthi ‘Natakam
c. Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam
d. Percy' Macqueen’s Collection—in the
Madras University Library, of Folklore.
10. Rammayan Ammanai
11. Tamil Padalkal — including Pattlnathﬁr
Venba and Vannangal

PN ARG =
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Telugu
1. Kamandakanitisaramu
2. Taladasapranadipika
3a. Raghunatha Nayaka Abhyudayamu
b. Rajagopala Vilasamu
4. Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju

Marathi
1. Natyasastra Sangraha
2a. Book qf Knowledge —Vahi
h. Folk 8ongs
c. Dora Darun Veni Paddati
d- Aswasa Chatula Dumni
3a. Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha
b. Sarabendra Tirthavali
c. Lavani
4., *Devndra Koravanji
5. Bhakta Vilas
6.* Sloka Badha Ramayana

Sanskrit

1. Aswasastra—with Tricolour illustrations
2. Rajamriganka
3. Chikitsamritasagara
4., Ayurveda Mahodadhi
5. Gitagovinda Abhinayam
6a. Cola Caripu ‘

b. Sahendra Vilasa _
7. Dharmakutam—Sundara Kanda
8. " Jataka Sara
9. Vishnutatvanirnaya Vyakhya

10. Sangita Darpana
11. Beeja Pallava

It is hoped that the publication of most of the important
manuscripts will be completed within the next four years,
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Bome of the manuscripts taken up for publication
are represented by single copies in the Library and conse-
quently the mistakes that are found in them could not
be ocorrected by comparing wi¢h other copies. The
Editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct
Teadings. The wrong readings are given in rourd brackets
and correct readings have been suggested in square
brackets. When different readings are found, they have
been given in the foot-note or incorporated in the text
itself,

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for
financing the entire scheme of Publication although there
is a drive for economy in all the departments. My thanks
are due to the members of the Expert Committee who
spared no pains in selecting the manuscripts for publi-
cation. I have also to thank the virious éditors, who are

-expertg, in their own field, for readily consenting to edit
the manuscripts and see them through the press., The
various Presses that have co-operated in printing the
manuscripts in the best manner possible also deserve my
thanks for the patience exhibited by them in carrying out
the corrections made in the proofs.

T. Chandrasekharan, M.A. LT,
General Editor.



Introduction.

Gitagovinda, *the well known dance-drama ranks in
poetic beauty on a level with, if not higher than, the
works of *Kalidasa and others. The author Jayadeva
is a saint well-known for his deep devotion to Lord
Jagannatha, He appears to have lived in the 12th century.
He was born in Bengal but he made Puri his home. The
story of Gita Govindg, briefly told, is the love episode of
a single night between Sri Krishna and Radha on the
banks of the Yamuna. It has long been the practice among
devotees in our tountry, to sing the Bala-Leelas of Sri
Krishna, and enact them with or without dance. In the
Tamil land also, we find mention, in some of the early
classics like ‘Sllappadhxkaram of shepherd.-girls dancing
the “Rasa "Dance " , (dancing in circle) one of them
personating Krishna and others the Gopies. It is called
in Pamil “ Aychiyar Kuravai ™. '

Sri Jayadeva therafore only followed the traditional
practice, when he sang the sringara leelas of Krishna in
the 924 Ashtapadies, or songs in eight line, and about 60
slokas in different meters. He has divided the work into
12 Adbyayas.

In the first two Ashtapadies the 10 Avatars of Maha-
vishnu and some incidents in the more important Avatars
are described. Next comes  fine description of Vasanta
Ritu (spring season). Krishna and the Gopies are then,
described as dancmg the Rasa Dance. Sri Krishna capti.
vates the Gopies with his muraligana and his superbly
attractive form., He moves freely among the Gopies
indulging in all kinds of love-pranks. Radha with whom
Krishna had already made a tryst, waits for his coming in
the bower on the banks of the Yamuna. She waits long
but Krishna does not arrive. Her companion who goes oub
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on & reconnoitering mission comes back to tell Radha that
Sri Krishna is at the height of his love-sports with the
Gopies in Rasa Dance. On hearing this, and getting it
confirmed by actually seeing from a «distance, she under-
goes the deepest pangs of disappointed love and gives vent
to ber feelings in her out bursts to her companion, who
conforts her and gives her hope. The latter starts to find
Krighna and inform him of the love-pangs of Radha.
Krishna meets her half-way and says that he would rather
stay there and that the messenger might lead Radha to
that place. On hearing this, Radha, already stricken
with the severe pangs-of love, feels unequal to the task of
vending her way iun the dark, to Krishna, In the mean-
while Krishna himself arrives at the bower of Radha.
Radha, after having felt the keenest disappointmeént, is
now wroth against Krishna, and Krishna pleads with all
the resourcefulness he could command: Radba points to
‘the unmistakable marks of his compaign.of love, and
Krishna blinks and has perforce to retire.  When, once
Krishna had departed Radha is stricken with love-pangs
of redoubled severity and she accuses herself for her folly
in thus rebuking Krishna away.

Her companion offers to mediate, softens her feeling
and leads her to Sri Krishna who is now awaiting Radha’s
coming, with the pangs of love no less intense than Radha,
and they are reconciled. This.is the story of the Ashta-
padies and Slokas of Gitagovinda.

Each Ashtapadi is composed in a different Raga. T'he
‘'ragas and Talas are all mentioned by the author himself.
But the modes in which they were sung ir the days of Sri
Jayadeva have all changed beyond recognition in modern
practice both in the north and in the south. And at the
present day, the Aghtapadies have been assigned particular
ragas according to latter-day Sampradaya both in the

North and in the South.
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It is a noteworthy featurs of the Ashtapadies thab
they have all been composed for the express purpose of
being used for Nritya (Dance with Abhinya). This is indi-
cated by the reference, in the text of the Astapadi, to the
fact that Sri Jaydeva sang these Ashtapadies to the
accompaniment of Nritya by his devoted wife, Padmavati.
He calls himself in introductory verse No. 2 ‘an expert in
directing the feet of Padmavathi in her dance.’ (Padma-
vathi Charana Chaarana Chakravarti); and again he refers
to the collabration of Padmavati in his recital in Ashta-
padi. 21 (Wihita Padmavati Sukha Samaje—Bhanati.
Jayadeva Kavirajaraje).

Having thus been composed for tho express purpose
of Nritya, the Abhinaya for all the pieces must have been
determined and preserved by tradition. Bat the traditional
practice hasestiffered by the general break of tradition due
to the foreigd invasion and foreign influence. Fortunately
for us howevtr, the Abhinaya for every word is found in
two manuscripts, preserved in the Saraswati Mahal. But
in both the manuscripts, the text breaks off at the 17th
Ashtapadi. Incomplete as it is, it is presented to the
public orr account of the rarity and value of genaine tradi-
tional practice of Nritya. The fact that the Abhinaya
given here agrees woll with the practice of the Art in the
Tanjore District which is now the home of theepurest
tradition of Bharata Natya, is itself suffieient to conclude
that the work is pretty old. This conclusion is strengthened
by another circumstance. Both tho manuscripts are in
paper and pretty old. Palmleaf has solely been in use in,
the Tamil and Telugu'land in geueml and in Tanjore in
particualr, till the advent of the Maharattas and-the
British. The fact that both these manuscripts are in paper
show that both are from North India. After the advent
of the Afghans and Moghuls, the pure tradition of Bharata
Nritya had been wixed up with Persian forms in North
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India. But this work contains the Bharatha Natya trad-
tion in & very pure form. It is therefore clear that this work
must have been composed before the mixing up of the
Indian and Persian styles of Dance, under the Afghan and
Mughal rule of the 14th to 17th century in Northern India.
It is extremely probable that this work was composed by
the direct disciples of Sri Jayadeva himself or those just
after them.

The gestures that are found in phis work are simple,
highly expressive, and graceful, 4nd they. follow the
techinque laid down by Bharata in the Natya Sastra. The
movements and gesturcs chiefly to be found in this work
are included in the 26 Asamyutahastas (Single-hand-
mudras),-13 Samyutahastas (mudras by using both the
hands), the 4 hasta-karanas (winding movements), and the
13 movements of the head. Their cefinitivny .and use are
.o be found in the Natya Sastra chapters 8, 9 and 10.
They are also esplained in the Abhinaya Da.rpa,na, of
Nandikesvara., The latter work is now available in prmh
with a- translation in English, The Abhinaya of Gita
Govinda which i1s now presented in this series will, it is
hoped, serve as a reference book of the practice of Abhinaya
according to Bharata.
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